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WILD DOGS — WEST GASCOYNE BARRIER FENCE 
Statement by Minister for Agriculture and Food 

HON ALANNAH MacTIERNAN (North Metropolitan — Minister for Agriculture and Food) [1.02 pm]: 
The McGowan government is committed to helping sheep farmers deal with wild dog predation, and we are 
investing more than $27 million in wild dog control across the state. Last week we announced $986 000 towards 
a cell fence to protect sheep stations in the west Gascoyne. The 362-kilometre Carnarvon rangelands barrier fence 
will enclose six properties spanning 805 000 hectares. The funding for this Carnarvon cell fence replaces 
a previously proposed fourth cell, the southern Gascoyne rangelands cell, which withdrew its application. This 
new application includes three pastoral leases from this previously proposed cell. 
Pastoralists in the west Gascoyne are some of the last remaining sheep producers in the rangelands. Prolonged 
predation by wild dogs on livestock enterprises has affected the confidence of pastoralists to restock or invest to grow 
their businesses and strengthen the pastoral industry across the rangelands. This fence will give pastoralists the 
confidence they need to start growing their flocks. Pastoralists inside the Carnarvon rangelands barrier fence estimate 
it will take livestock production from around 20 000 head up to 65 000 head of sheep, or an equivalent mix of cattle 
and goats. It follows investment in three other cell fences across the Murchison and goldfields as part of the rangelands 
cell fencing program, co-funded by the state and federal governments. The program supports pastoralists in the 
rangelands to build cell fences to protect sheep and goats, with successful applicants required to contribute a minimum 
of half the cost of fence construction and undertake ongoing fence maintenance and wild dog control within the cell. 
Results of these fencing projects will be provided to the Department of Primary Industries and Regional 
Development and will be used by industry and government to assess potential further investment in cell fences. 
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